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August 3,2024

'l'he Hcnorable Tom lVolf
Governor
Ct¡mmonwealth of Pennsylvania
508 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

I)ear (ìrvernor Wolf':

We write today to ask that you mCIdify your unilaterally-imposed crowd size limitations to allow

spertatoîs at Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PlAA)-sanctioncd cvcnts during

the fall athletic sËason.

As you kncw, interscholastic sports provide a uniquç opporhrnity for students ta socialize, learn

the 
-importance 

of teamwork, and gain worldly experience outside of the classroom, In this regard,

we are glad to see the PIAA pave fhe way for sp0rts to open this fall.

However, without spectators-especially parents-able to watch their children and community

members succeed on the field, something of the experience is lost. It should come as no surprise

to you that parents in all of our districts are irate and disheartened by your recent crowd size

limitation .hung*u that led PIAA to adopt a policy that precludes parents fiom watching their

uhildren in-pcrsutt during the fall athletic period.

The parents of these students have supported their children and, often times, the school sports team

in vårious ways during the student's journey and there is a deep satisfaction from the ability to

watch their loved ones compÊte in something they value.

At a time when foiks have had the lîve-month long experience of social distancing and protecting

themselves and others fiom a contagious virus, it makes no sense that people might be less safe

sitting in the football stands or around the high schaol track at a socoer match, with appropriate

modifications, than in the aisles cf their local mega retailer.

On July 3l,2}20.you reminded Pennsylvanians that you are looking to keep decisions as to school

reopening local, saying, "schoetl governing boards and administrators will determine if school

buildings reopen and if classes resume in person, remotely, or a combination of the two."



Should not similar allowances be madc for whether spectators should be allowed at a local school's
sporting events?

We would hope that if no accommodation can be made for the public at large to attend PIAA
eventso then at least some modification be made for parents of students.

Keep in mind, these parents pay property taxes to fund their local school districts, which allows
these teams to function and their athletic facilities to operate. It is inconceivable that you would
deprive these h¿rdworking taxpayers af something they have helped ftnance.

In addition, allowing parents to attend these sporting events just makes common sense. Pa¡ents
might be needed should an i4jury occur to give consent to provide treatment or otherwise interact
with their child during an evsnt.

Precluding their attendance impinges upon the ability of both parents and those involved with
conducting these sporting events from carrying out their proper administration.

PIAA said it remains open to changing its curent no spectator policy at its August 26, 2020,
meeting should you change your guidance. lVe wauld hope any change in your policy would be
communicated prior to PIAA's August 26,2A2A, meeting so the proper policy changes can be
implemented.
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Dr. Robert A. Lombardi, PIAA Executive Director
Dr. Rachel Levine, Secretary, Pennsylvania Departrnent of Health


