Sunshine Directive by a Majority of Members

Article 1, 8 10 of the Pennsylvania Constitution provides that “[a] majority of each House shall
constitute a quorum.” Justice Brewer, writing for the United States Supreme Court in 1892 in
United States v. Ballin, explained the import of similar language as follows:

The constitution provides that ‘a majority of each [house] shall constitute a quorum to do
business.” In other words, when a majority are present the house is in [sic] a position to
do business. Its capacity to transact business is then established, created by the mere
presence of a majority, and does not depend upon the disposition or assent or action of
any single member or fraction of the majority present. All that the constitution requires is
the presence of a majority, and when that majority are present the power of the house
arises.

The undersigned, comprising a majority of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, direct the
Chief Clerk of the House to provide public notice, in accordance with the Sunshine Act, Act of
October 15, 1998, P.L. 729, Number 93, that the House of Representatives will convene in open
(regular, not special) voting session in the Hall of the House on Monday, January 23, 2023 at
12:00 noon, on Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 11:00 a.m., on Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at
11:00 a.m., on Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 11:00 a.m., and on Friday, January 27, 2023 at
11:00 a.m.
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